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on the poor, that a remission of five pounds annually of taxes to one
hundred and four thousand poor families is not a good thing? Will he
say that a remission of seven pounds annually to one hundred thousand
other poor families, of eight pounds annually to another hundred thou-
sand poor families, and of ten pounds annually to fifty thousand poor
and widowed families, are not good things? And to proceed a step farther
in this climax, will he say that to provide against the misfortunes to which
all human life is subject, by securing six pounds annually for all poor,
distressed, and reduced persons of the age of fifty and until sixty, and
of ten pounds annually after sixty, is not a good thing?
Will he say that an abolition of two million of poor-rates to the house-
keepers, and of the whole of the house and window light tax, and of the
commutation tax, is not a good thing? Or will he say that to abolish cor-
ruption is a bad thing?
If, therefore, the good to be obtained be worthy of a passive, rational,
and costless Revolution, it would be bad policy to prefer waiting for a
calamity that should force a violent one. I have no idea, considering the
reforms which are now passing and spreading throughout Europe, that
England will permit herself to be the last; and where the occasion and
the opportunity quietly offer, it is better than to wait for a turbulent
necessity. It may be considered as an honour to the animal faculties of
man to obtain redress by courage and danger, but it is far greater honour
to the rational faculties to accomplish the same object by reason, accom-
modation, and general consent.
As Reforms, or Revolutions, call them which you please, extend them-
selves among Nations, those Nations will form connections and conven-
tions, and when a few are thus confederated, the progress will be rapid,
till despotism and corrupt Government be totally expelled, at least out
of two quarters of the world, Europe and America. The Algerine piracy
may then be commanded to cease, for it is only by the malicious policy
of old Governments, against each other, that it exists.
Throughout this work, various and numerous as the subjects are, which
I have taken up and investigated, there is only a single paragraph upon
religion, via, "t&at every religion is good, that teaches man to be good"
I have carefully avoided to enlarge upon the subject, because I am
inclined to believe, that what is called the present Ministry wish to see
contentions about religion kept up, to prevent the Nation turning its at-
tention to subjects of Government, It is, as if they were to say, "Look
that way, or any way, but this"
But as religion is very improperly made a political machine, and the